| 2 A Equicie, aga 
| 3 part o of the Miniſters Maintenance, who- 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
my very good Lord 
Collonel Charles Fleetwood 


Lord Deputy of IRELA 2 
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| Right H _— 


h, in an Anſwer to two injurious 

82 { Peritions, put up the laſt year to the 
Parliament (that then was) againſt 

all ſet and certain Maintenance of 

- Miniſters, Iborrowed the Name of 

| Theophilus Philadelphus , becauſe I 

| : was unwilling to own the many _ 

Th of the Printer, I made bold to acknoẽw- 

e You* by your Name, as wy, d ili : 
— rw fron, Wd — wh wen Sed — 
knew you by none other Title, then ar the Committee for Plundered Mini 
+ Member of Parliament, and as e — 
uch an one 4 had been for Collonel Flamsad now Commander in 

e if all bad been ſuch) fre nigh ads wud ha 
n ated (on my behalf) accord- all chereſt (one ancient friend excepred) 


| 0 tha uprightneſs of your heart, though at that time they met in an extra- 


1 
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ordinary number. So in the Epiltic to the 
ity of my cauſe, to bring Miniſters before the Anſwer to the Peti- 
dverſary to better terms then tions in the laſt leaf but one. | 


A 2 otherwiſe 


Dr.Owen Dean of Chriſt- Church, 
Dr Stamon Preſident of (orpws- Chriſt i- 


Colledge. 


D-#ilkins Warden of Waddam Colledge. 

Dr. Langley Maſter of Pembroke-Colledge. 

Dr.Wilkinſon Principal of Magdaten-Hall, 

(puzunt Re R, ot Exeter. 

Mr.Corniſh Pcebendary of Chriſt- Churcb, 
with others of eminent note tor learn- 
ing and godlinels in that Univerſity. 


Dr. 
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otherwiſe I could have hoped for. And when the Com- 
mittee tor Plundered Miniſters to make me ſome amends 
tor my precedent ſufferings (whereof I can tell a true 
and a ſtrange Story, andit may be ſhall doe, when a 


fitter opportunity inviteth me to it) ſent me to officiate 


as Miniſter of Brig he well, and aſſigned unto me the Rights 
and Emoluments ofthe Rectory ſequeſtred from Dr. H. 
you were pleaſed to write a very reipective Letter to the 
Governour of Malling ford, Mr. Arthur Evelin for his 
aſſiſtance and fxvour to me, as my juft occaſions ſhould 
have need of it: and for your ſake found him ſo ready 
ro do me not only all Right, bur ſo many courteſies be- 
fides, that I muſt humbly beſeech your Honour, to thank 
him for me: and ſince we were well acquainted, I found 


him for mine own ſake, the beſt Neighbour that ever! 


enjoyed, and by his removal from theſe parts (upon the 
ſleighting of Walingford-Caſtle) not onely my ſelf, but 
all that are rightly principled, and ſincerely affected to 
the beſt Retormation of Religion and Government, are 
apprehenfive of a very great loſſe: 
for he liberally and chearfully enter- 
tained 2 choice number of Pre ich. 
ers from Oxford, who (by turns) 
contributed their pains to a weekly 
Lecture at Wallingford, and hath 
managed both his military Author 
ty, and the Office of a Juſtice of 
Peace, with ſuch conſtant Pru- 
dence and Impartiality, as made him both a great Com- 
tort and Encouragement to the Good, and as greu a 
Terrour and diſheartning to the wicked: which I the 
rather now profeſs in publick, becinſe I cannot (notwith- 


* 


* 


ſtanding 


q 


© K - && COD Wo 3% 


. 2 Þ 


— @ © re 


4 - it z* 


mms _ c of a. EXE 


GG 
* — 4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſtanding the diſcontinuance of entercourſe betwixt us) 
either forget, or not gratefully remember, the many 
friendly and affectionate Offices 1 have received from 
him, and have not any other, or not any better way (at 
preſent) for that pui pole, thenthis occaſion of thankful 
acknowledgement ot your Lordſhips favour (immediate 
by your ſelf, and mediate by him) hath miniſtred un- 
to me, which I conceive you will not take for an unplea- 
ſing impertinency, or digreſſion: becauſe I have good 
reaſon to believe, that as he much honours you, ſo you 
have a good eſteem of him as worthy (for his Abilities 


and Fidelity) to be accepted under the relation, and with 
the affection and confidence of a Friend. And for m 


ſelf, as by the Divine Providence, and your own Good - 
neſs, I found you a gracious Advocate in my cauſe, when 
Iknew you not; ſo now I do know you, I ſhall not doubt 
of your propitious Patronage in this, which now I hum- 
bly preſent to your equitable Cognizance and Confide- 
ration, and ſhall endeavour by my heartieſt Devotions 
to Almighty God for your Honour, to makea ſupply for 
the unwilling defects and failings of more real returns, 
which if my Means were anſwerable to your Merit, or 
mine own minde, would certainly be made by 


Your Honours deeply obliged, 
Brightwell in Berks, \ 
Octob. 17. 1654. 
and ſincerely devoted Servant 


John Ley. 


To 
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Tothe Honourable 
Humphrey eMackworth Eſquire , 
ONE OF THE 

Council of his Highneſs the Lord PxorEcToR, 


— 


Honourable Sir, 
e n Hewrh you were not at leiſure (when 1 
2 272 SI — 4 you about the beginning of 
I 0 May laſt) to receive à true and full In- 

oy formation betwixt D. H. and me + I was 
wee diſaußed from you; with ſuch diſcou- 

a | ragement, that I ſbonid not have hope 
„ a better opportunity, both for Audi- 
ence and Acceptance of any juſt motion, I had to make unto 
you : which (at that time) mas, that you would be pleaſed, to 
caſt your eye upon thoſe Papers, then Manuſcripts, which now 
I humbly offer in Print to your Peruſal. They are the ſame 
in ſwbRance which then I ſhewed to my Reverend Brethren 
M. T. G. and M. T. P. to worthy Minifters of your County, 
and bath before and ſince (viz. the laſt Act at Oxford) tomy 
highly honoared Friend, D. P. F. Prebendary of Chriſt- 
Church: which I note a4 4 circumſtance of time, to clear 
me from all ſuſpitionof, or ſpirit of Preſunaption or contradi- 
Fion, ezainſt the Proviſe of the late Ordinance of his High- 
nfs the Lord Protector, and you of his Council of the 29.0f 


Aug. 


E 
Si 


1 
. 
- 


TY, 142 
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Auguſt. 16 5 4. in the behalf of the outed Miniſters - 

Wife and Children For I could not then divine what 
your Wiſdomes would Order or Ordain for that partl- 

cular. 

For the Ordinante it ſelf, entirely taken , it is the 

Fudgement of many wiſe and godly men, that it will much 

romote the Reformation of corrupt manners (which (rom 

ſcandalous Miniſters , like 4 peſtilent contagion , have 

ſpread abroad among the people, as the Prophet complain- 

ed of old, From the Prophets of Hieruſalem is pro- 

phaneneſſe gone into all the Land, Fer. 23. 15.) and 

it will prove the more effeFual to that purpoſe, becauſe_ 

it is committed to their execution, whoſe Neal will mt cool 

into careleſſe Negligence, or partial compiuance : that was 

it which made the Government of the City of Geneva, 

to be ſo much commended (even by „ | 
Bodine . Pp) to which be ap- nge gte at dg l l. 
plicth the ſaying of 2 Seneca, It is a 1. Genevz coeracamur ab in cenſori bus, qui 
ridiculous thing (ſaith he) there /=nmam virtuic epinionem, de ſeipſis exci- 


tarumt. Igitur nulla meretricia, nullæ ebrie- 


to be good onely by ordaining races , nullz ſaltationes, nulli mendici, 


f righteous things, their manner à, nulli orioſi, in ex civitate reperiuntur. 
to be practical as well as legally Bodin. erbad biſt et . a6. 
juſt, as ſtric# in execution, 4s wiſe in conſtitution of 
good Laws, thence it is that thoſe exceſſes, which no 
where elſe are duly puniſhed , are there reſtrained; 
ſo that no whoredome, no drunkennefle, no dan- 
cings, no beggars, no idle perſons, are to be found in 
that City. 
Aud for that Proviſo (of tlie fab Part) his High- 
nete, and you of his Cauncil had to induce you to it, 
1. An Oordin ince of Parliament. 2. Examples of Pra- 
tice in ſeveral Committees an ſwer able to it. 3. An Opi- 
nion 
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nion of Charity as the ground of both : which I humbly 
conceive, might make you leſe willing to debate the Point, 
and more ready to paſſe it, then otherwiſe you would have 
been, if it had been (as « new thing) to be caſt into the 
mould of your own judgements. The leſſe cauſe & there 
for ſuch 4s ſuffer by it, to be offended at the Ordinances 
| (as it is yours) and the leße offence I hope will be 

taken at the reaſons or deprecations of the preſinre of it 
(by theſe who feel it heavy upon them) as it is theirs, 
who bave wrged it 10 their prejudice : requiring 4 fifth 
part for the Wife and Children of the offending Party, 
but awarding nothing for him nor his, who offended not, 
when he is (without any Pretence of tnſufſiclency or miſ. 
carriage) put ont by the Patron, upon the death of the- 
former Incumbent, which if it ſhould be ratified (45 4 
Law of the Medes and Perſians, without any alterati- 
on, Daniel 6. 8.) may not ſinne ſeem to have a per- 
petuall priviledge, which to innocence ſhall never be per- 
mitted. 

But I am perſwaded better things of you, for I am 
confident, you never thought to make any of your Ordi- 
nances ( in ſuch matters to be received ( 4s the Pope 
obtradeth hs Diltates ) for infallible Decrees : Nor did 
aur Biſhops ( though ſome of later time were forward e. 
nough , to take too much upon them) aſſume any ſuch 
Authority, 10 the Canons of their Synods, as if they 
could. not erre : for they all ſubſcribed, to the 21 Ar. 
ticle of the 39. Articles made in the year 1561. ne 
oxely. of the Fallibilitie of Generall Councils, but 
of _ r acuall failing in things pertaining unto 
God. 

Nor can I fear from you or any of your — 
rank, 
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rank, the tart entertainment of Amos by Amaziah, for 
being too bold at Bethel, Amos 7. 13. in preſenting 
my Conceptions to your Cos ni ance (though as yet it 
may be ſomewhat different from ſome of yours , who ſit 
and att in ſo high a Sphere) ſince you are not more emi- 
vent for Dignity or Authority, then for the Profeſfion 
of the pureit kinle and degree of Reformed Religion, 
which rf it be ſincere (and I dare not think otherwiſe_>) 
# fennded in Humility, and Humilicy will diſpoſes 
jon to receive ( without diſdain) any conſiderable Ad- 
vertiſement, though from a Servant : Tes have read it 
ſaid of Job, ty Ged Himſelf, That he had not his like 
for Goodneſſe in the Earth, Fob 2. 3. and for Great- 
neſſe, he was the greateſt of all the men of che Eaſt, 
Fob 1. 3. and yet was he ſo low in hi own Eyes, that 
he did not deſpiſe the Cauſe of his min- ſervant, or 
maid-ſervant, when they contended with him, Fob 
31. 13. And of Moſes, as well the worthieſt as the 
meekeſt man that was upon the face of the Earth, 
Numbers 12. 3. (for he was Captain General under 
the Lord of Hoaſts, and over his own peculiar People, 
a miraculous Delivery of them out of the hand of 4 - 
moit Potent and Obſtinate Tyrant) | 1 
that he ſlighied not the Counſell of Do ca — 
Y Jethro N Exol:s 18. though in he taken ſometimes for a Prince or chief 
e in Grace, 1s of Suthut- Rove, ev Be wer 
ty, Divine add Humane, Fecleſia- 3 — — 1 peed 
ficall and Civil, by many dig ress 
in ſeri our to him.. 

I have teen pus farre drawn on in an ingenuous free- 
dome of Speech unto you (Worthy Sir) by the Remem-. 
(4) brance 
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brance of my firſt Acquaintance with you (many years 
4z0e) occaſioned by that rarely Religious Gentle. woman, 
then my gracious Pariſhioner , and ſince ycur worthily and 
ſingularly beloved Yoke fellow wie was not more 
Honoured for her Piety, by the Godly, then loved far 
her Charity and Hum:l;ty, by all that knew Her: in which 
Graces my conceit hath hitherto been, that you were both ſuta- 
bly andhappily matched. 

But now it may be it will not become me to look [o 
Jarre backward (to what is pat but rather to look up- 
ward to what you are at preſent , by your high Prehbemi- 
pence : and from you, and for you, I mut raiſe 
thoughts farre above you, even as hizh as God him- 
ſelf, blefiing him for you, and for your Honourable 
Colleagues ( though principally for hs Highneſſ the 
Lord Protedtor) in that you have all concurred in a pi- 
ous as well 48 a charitable Providence, for the Mini- 
fters certain and comfortable Maintenance ( for yon con- 
ſidered them 4s by Office the Servants of God, ſo by Na- 
tare, Nation, and Religion, Brethren to your ſelves) 
. manifeſted many wayes , particularly by the Initrament 
> of Government of © December 16**,. 1653. and the 
Ordinances of * Auguſt 29. and September a. both of 
the year current, 1654. which we cannot but account not 
onely 4s 4 gracious Beneficence of yours unto us, but a4 
mercifull Deliverance, of ws , out of their hands, who 
think us worthy of no better cheriſhing ( for the bei? 
Service we can do to God or man,) then ſuch as Ahab 
appointed for Micaiah, Pur this fellow in priſon, and 
feed him with the bread of Affliction, and with the 
water of Affliction, 1 Kings 22. 27. whoſe princi- 

| ples 


ry 


t. 
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les ſince we know them to be ſuch 15 are 4 repag 


nant to the Right and Propriety of Civil Authority 
as to the Right and Propriety of Sacred Miniſtrati- 
ens, we ſhall hold it our Duty by all warrantables 
wayes of oppoſition, (within the compaſſe of our Facul- 
ty aud Function) to appear and att againſt them, 4 
well fer your ſakes, as for our o; I ſpeak in the 
Plurall Number (though in my preſent Aaareſſe 1 
be alone) becauſe I am well aſſured that the moſt, aud 
worthieſt of my Brethren of the Miniitry (with whons 
1 have converſed) are wholly of my minde, in this 
matter: Though our Conditions in ſome reſpects be 
ſo different, as may put ſom: of s to Petition to your 
Honours , for an Additional or Supplemental Gradi. 
nance or Declaration, that may ſuccour us againſt in- 
jury, and ſecure us againſt miſery , which ( without 
our own faults) may befall us, if by 4 ſeaſonableL, 
and ſufficient Remedy from your Wiſdome , Power and 
Goodneſſe , they be not prevented. Mine own preſent 
caſe, may be an Inſtance in one particular; which I 
have here drawn ap with more Care and Scruple, leſt 
I ſhould offend againſt Truth and Conſcience, in theo 
leaſt point, then deſire to obtain any ſelf end, or 
worldly intereſt of mine own : as having my moſt in- 
temtive Thoughts ſet upon mine Account, and Hope 
of a better World, whither I can have now but 4 ve- 
ry ſhort Fourney , mine Age being already arrived at 


Davids period © Pialm go. 10. Yet, while I avs © Thedayes of 


here, ! ſhall heartily pray , That God will both per- 
petas . direct and af: t jou, in all your Conſult ati- 


ns and Reſolves for the Publique Welfare of a 


(42) 


our years are 
threeſGore and 
ten. 
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and State, and graciouſly Requite all your good offi. 
ces, to his Houſe and Houſe hold, and ſhall futh. 


77 prefeſſe, and ſerionſly endeavony 19 approve . my 
vos | 


T owr Hononys 


——k 


Brightwell in Berks | 
Ottob.17. 1654. 


humble and faithfull Servant 


Joun Lv. 
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READER, 


F ſuch a one as I Wiſh and ſtile thee, I ſhall not doubt 
to be believed by thee, in that I now ſeriouſly profeſſe 
(Ain his preſence, who doth met exattly diſcern the 
difference berwixt pretences andintentions) 1. That 
nin the penning of theſe reaſons againſt the paiment 
of a fifth part of Sequeſtred Benefices, it i fo farre from my 
thoughts to preclude any juſt way of ſuccour or ſuſtenance, to 
any that Want (much leſſe would I doit to the Wives and ( Hil- 
dren of Mimſters (though contrary minded to me) that I wiſh 
them a better means of Maintenance then that #4 like to be in moſt 
places, 2. That I have ſo much defire to ri(lifie the errour (botb 
in opinion and prattice) abont it, and to relieve my Brethren (the 
Incumbent Preachers) oppreſſed by it; that, if it did not concern 
my ſelf at all, I ſhould be willing to att and appear on their behalf, 
as in the former part of thu Treatiſe, I have done, 3. That(but 
fer the common Intereſt of the Reformed Miniſtry) I had never 
made a public k Buſines of the particular paſſages, betwiæt Dr H and 
me, though he have been tos openly injurious againſt me to ſuffer me 
to be ſilent to ward him, or to make my defence in a meer pri vate 
manner ; nor would 1 ( but for thts cc inducement) clear 
my ſelf in print, from a greater change, Whith he hath laid again 
me (as much greater, as the Whole exceeds a fifth part) for he 
bath often [aid it to my face (more often \ doubt not behinde 


my back,) and once he gave it me under hu hand in a Letter, 
(a 3) That 


EI I <EI_ * 
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That 1 ſnatched his Benefice out of his hand, before he was 
outed by the Committee at R. If he can prove thu ſug geſtion, 
I give it under my hand, that not a fifth Part onely, but the ot her 
four (ſofarre as lieth in me) ſball be all hu again t for that dove, 
I will give up all to him, if he can procure the repoſſeſſion of it to 
himſelf. But in diſproof thereof, I averre, and Ball (if occaſion 
require) confirm What [ [ay upon Oath, 

Firſt, That I never (tomy beſt remembrance) heard of him, 
or of hi Benefice, untill he wu outed by the Committce of R.) and 
ſeme meunt Was made for it to the Committce for Plundered Mini- 
ſters at Weſtminſter, by Me T. G. 4 rarned and godly Minifter 
(then of R. and will acquainicd with all the proceedings againſt 
the Dos or for 4 fe irnd of hu) who received anſwir from him 
(who beſt kniw the minde of the Cenmmutce) that it was the 
meaning of the chi of them, to reſerve it for me , and from 


Vin 1 had the firſt news of the vacancy of the Church of Br. aud of 


that kinde intent ien toward: met where Hpon Mt G. deſiſted from 
all further ſollicitation for bus friend, and offered his beſt aſſiftance 
to me, for mine accemmodation upon acceptance of the place, which 
he performed accordingly. 

Secondly, When the Committee had made their Order, for 
wine eAdmiſſion to it, I came not to take Poſſeſſion of it, 
though I were within a dayes journey from Br. untill about a month 
after. 

NT hirdy; And when I did come, I did not require any haſty re- 
moval of him, or his houſbold, but gave him as long a time as he 
de fired, for their continuance there: which was from October 13'% 
1649. untill April 1, 1650, reſerving not ſo much a4 one chamber 
for my ſelf, * I began my Reſidence and Miniſtry, with my 
firſt coming thither, and went on with jt, without any thing but 
labour ——— for almoſt a whole year. | 

Fourthly , From October 13. te April 1. be (being yet wn 
Poſſeſſion, Which (as the Proverb hath it u an eleven Points of 
the Law) had time enough to have ſetled himſelf where he war, 
if he could have done it, and he uſed al the means he conld, to 
have the Order againſt himſelf, and for me, reverſed (Without any 
oppoſition at all from me) and When he W.as ont of all hope of pre- 


vailing 


„„ a. a. 
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wailing, he wrote to me, That he would give me poſſeſſion of 


the houſe, as he had done of the Church, and in his Letter 
profeiled, That (ſince himſelf might not be permitted to hold 
the living) he was contented I ſhould have it before any other 
man, Thu I hate jet to ſhew under his own hand, 
For other things Which he hath ſaid, or cas ſay againſt me, 1 
ſhall care the liſſe, becauſe 
1. I am confidently and chearfally conſcious of mine own in- 
mocence, and cltarneſſe from any charge of injuſtice that he can 


' take mp againſt me, 


2. J believe it litth not in the power of his tongue or pen, to 


eſſen my eftimation, in the fudgement of theſe good men, With 
Whom I am biſt acquainted, ner With any good man at all, to 
whom both he and I are thronghly known ; thengh it may be ſome 
Who Were mine intimate Familiars , ere our late troubles 
ſome__Antations , and after long int miſſion of mu- 
tal entercony/c (\Whereby they may not know how farre, Mor 
upon What groundt, I have been conſtant or changeable With the 
viciſſitnde of aſſ airs and times) may (haply) be 4s crednlous 
as mine adverſary 1s clamorous againſt me : fer there are ſome 
men Whoſe paſſionate prejudice, Will admit of n pauſe to take 
in any true intelligence againſt miſ-information : and it 1s no 
marvel, if ſuch doſacrifice net only common charity, but ſpecial 
friendſhip, to aiverſity of opinion and partiality of intereſt : 
from which (whether levity or iniquity) 1 hope my practice ſhall 
always prove my aiſpoſition,to keepa juſt ant religions diſtance. 
3. For ſuch as know me not (if they be wiſe) they will not 
lend tos open an ear, to the accuſations of an open monthed 
adverſary, ſince they may very Well think it is move like that 
(out of ent, becauſe I poſſeſſe what he hath loſt) his ill will 
would not ſu fer him to ſay well, then that I, cut of awvarice or 
any other corrupt motive, ſhould doſoull, as he ſuggeſteth; and 
if the) be not wiſe, their folly muſt be allowed the priviledge of 
4 patient permiſſion, and of free pardon. 
4. That which I have now publiſhed, as it will (I truſt) 
give full [atisf,,lion to the particulars oljitted, i it Will 
be an carn'ſt of the like ſatufaflory returns to other Obs 


ject ion. 
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jellions (if the Deer have any) to bring in againſt mm, 
But 

5. That on which ( at wpon a rock of .ſureft refuge) 1 (et 
up my reſt u, the precept and promiſe of the Lord by the | 
Plalmiſt, Commit thy way unto the Lord, truſt alſo unto 
him, and he ſhall bring it to paſſe; and he ſhall bring forth 
thy righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judgement as the noon- 
day, 2 

I bleſſe his Name ( for it) be hath given me grace te obey 
the Precept, and faith likywiſe to believe, I ſhall receive the Pre- 
mile : and if bu Providence maky uſe of thy wiſdom and goodnefſe 

(good Reader) to ſuch a purpoſe, it will engage me the more wk 
ionately to remain 


Thine in all Chriſtian Obſervance 


Brigbtwell in Berks | 
OA. 17. 1654. 
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SECT. I. 
Some Cautions and Diſtinctions premiſed before them, 


liſe I ſpeak againſt the paiment of a fifth part, in 
W/, che general, my meaning is not to lay the 
4 blame of that heavy burden, upon all or the 
better part of the Members of chat Parliament | 
| (by whoſe Authority it was ordained: ) for 8 — Prinxe in 
| though the King“ propoſed, That ſuch Mini- — 
ſters a1 Were ſe " ſtred ( for malignancy, and Wore not [candalon ) concerning the 
might have 4 t ird part of the Living ont of Which they Were eje- Kings conce(» 
fied, and the Houſe of Peers (tor relief of their diſaffected lions, p.51,y a. 
Chaplains) meant them as liberal an allowance, 3 they could $43: 
hope might paſſe in the Houſe of Commons (which was a fift 
partat the moſt) yet divers, and thoſe very eminent men, for 
wiſdom and godlineſs in that Houſe, were (1s 1 have been cre- |, 
dibly informed) againſt all defaſcation of any part of the Mi. .. T his (enſe 
niſters means, who were to bear the whole burden of the Pa- 3 yu 
ſtoral charge, and conſented to that proportion rather as a Pro- eq 1 has) in 
hibition (as incaſe of uſury) * That = ſhonld have any more 
then 


£% 
the late Ordi- then a fifth part, then as a Conceſſion, that. every one ſhould have ſo 
nance of his mach; and therefore the Committee for Plundered Miniſters at 
3 — ft minſter, (which che Houſe of Lords never likes, conſiſting 
for the cje& or wholly of the Members of the Houſc of Commons) often or- 
ing of ſcanda- dered iganſt that allowance: and where they permitted ir 
lous,and igno- they did it with much more moderation, and eaſe to the Incum. 
rant, and inſuf- bent Miniſter, then Countrey Committees uſed to do, where 
_ = ſome leading men, were ſometime: fo favourable to ſequeſtred 
1 Miniſters (probably out of ſome carnal or worldly Iatereſt of 
2.625.prixcip Their own) as to maketheir condition more comfortable, then 
theirs who ſucceeded them, which was much againſt che minds 
of the ſoundeſt Members of that Aſſembly. 

2. Concerning the ejected Miniſters (I conceive) there may 
be ſome ſuch diſtinction made of them, as Dr Du Moulin ma- 
keth of the 275 22 in France, I kxow ( ſaith he b) I 

in this great boa) of the Clergy, there are a great number (though 

—— many 4 ſo are of a quite wx "4a minde * Who/e 4 No 

of the Catho» 1478 bath more force then their habits, and the love of their Conmtry 

lick faichin more then the maxims of Italy. So I may fay, there is great dif- 

King Fames ference of thoſe Miniſters (whoſe lot hath been a like (or out- 

his Book, 6.6. ward loſſes) not only in their ſpirits and affections, but other- 

94,95 wiſe, for ſome of them are ignorant and erroneous in their 

judgements, irreligious and ſcandalous in their converſation, 

raſh, proud, uncharitable and turbulent, in their ſpirits ſpeech 

and behaviour i who both wiſh and watch for an opportunity 

2 to be fiſhing in troubled waters, and are every way ſuch, thats 

: it was 4 very ill deed to put them into the Miniſtry, ſo it was a ve 
ry good one, to put them out again. 

But there are others, who are Learned, Orthodox, Dis- 
creet, Humble, Charitable, who cordially deſire the peace of 
their Countrey, and would not (if it were in their power) te- 
deem themſelves from private damage, with any publick calami- 
ty: their greateſt fault being, their ecrour in opinion, and affe- 

ion too adverſe to any form of Government, that is not here- 
ditarily and abſolutely Monarchical, and to any form of wor- 
ſhip, but that of the Service-book, 

For ſuch as theſe (or if they be not altogether ſuch without 
the abatemenc of ſome grains of juſt weight) 1 wiſh them — 

| „ ider 


oa 


(3) 
ther a plentiſul, then a competent Subſiſtance, rather five parts 
for their Porcion,then a fifth only: which they might have (if the 
State have no Juſt Cauſe, to be Jealous of their peaceablenes or 
loyalty) by being admitted to other places: for as to the ſume, it 


is like our pious and prudent Superiours are moſt of them, of the 


late Earl of Kent his mind, who(as I have heard him ſay) was re- 
ſol ved (ſo far as he had to do,when hewas one of the Lord Keep- 
ers of the Great Seal) that he would ſend them as far as the di- 
ſtance betwixt Eaſt and Weſt, North and South, rather then place 
them in the Pariſhes from whence they were removed. | 
But for my ſelf, I am ſo farre from bardoing my heart againſt 
the grievances of any of my godly Brethren (who ſuffered any 
hard meaſure nnder pretence of Reformation, or Propagation 
of the Goſpel) that ! heartily wiſh the Declaration lately pub- 
liſhed under the Title of Cemitus Ecclefie Cambro-Britan- 
nice, may be ſeriouſly conſidered, and enquired into, and if 
the complaints therein be true, that due and ſeaſonable re- 
dreſs may be applied unto them. And if the S:ate had 


been pleaſed to allow any of them whom 
they have diſplaced, competent mainte- 
nance, out of che Biſhops, or Dein and 
Chapters Lands, co which (the Othces 
put down)no perſonal ſervice is annexed, 
, Queen Flizabethdid, to Abbots and 
other Eccleſi1ſtical perſons, one of their 
confifcate Lands, and otb er Revenues, 
their charity cowards them had been(as | 
conceive) not only lawful, but commend u- 
dle, or had they made a rate fot their cha- 
ricable relief, (as tor the Taxes or Impo- 
fitions which are general all over the 
Land) 1 ſhould willingly have born my 
roportionable ſhire,w ch thoſe who are 
ound to charity,as well 4s wy (elf, or had 
they put bur one or a few Delin- 
quents upon our whole Tiibe to be 
maintained, as Solomon is ſuppoſed 
by ſome to have done, by * thun, 
B 3 


* Cambd. Annal.Elit lib.2, pag, 56. 

4 tle was not to live upon the Levites por. 
tion, but was confined to his own fields in 
Ahh, lis own (not in common with 
others, but) proper and perſonal, as his 
own Inheritance So M'Gilleſpy in his 
Book called Aurove Rog Hloſſoming In Ap- 
prend, added to the firit Bok, pag. 139. 
For thou;t ch: Tribe of Levi had not a 
part of tlie Land of CAuain, (eparate of 
let apart by themſelyes ( 4s the other 
Tres had yet upon ex raordinary oc- 
calions) it miglt and Omctimes did fall 
out, that lome might have peculiar Intereſt 
in 13 Lands, not only-tince they 
lolt the Land of Can, 1s Foſes lut na- 
med Barnabas a Levi had, and (od them, 
Ack. 4. 36, 47, but before that time, as 
Feremy (who was of the lame T:ibe, as 
Derathe us wWiitet h in his Bun of the Prophs | 
e. added 10 Kufeb, vor. and E vag p. 127) 
why bouhi a Held at Hauamel bis Uncles 
n, Jer. 7, . 


k ings 
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x Kings 2.26. (though I conceive it is theit miſtake) I ſhould 
not have thought it a juſt occaſion of complaint, 

But that it ſhould not be impoſed upon every one ſeverally, to 
pay fift h part of the Revenue belonging to his Paſtoral 
Charge, I hope 1 may have leave to aſſert upon the Reafons 


e nſu i ng- _ 


- 


SECT. Il. 


The firſt Reaſon , taken from the Neceſiity of cAlinifterial 
Service, in the Sequeſtred Benefice, and from the 
Parity of the Miniſters C iſe with others, on whom 
no Paiment of a fifth Part is impoſed. 


bl 1 = they and theit Abettors, account ſuch as are 

placed in Sequeſtred Livings, Intruders into their 
Rights, they may hold themſelves fairly and jultly poſſeſſed of 
them; for when a place of Office, is made void, (whether it 
be Civil or Eccleſiaſtical ) which neceſſarily requires an Incum- 
bent upon it, to officiate, and the Party put out, is diſabled to 
do any Miniſterial Duty init, it is ſawfull for another to ſupply 
his place (eſpecially in a Paſtoral Charge) that Geds Sabbaths 
may ſolemnly beobſerved, and the people ſpiritually provided 
for (that their ſouls may be ſaved) which muſt be done, whe- 
ther the Miniſter wefe injuriouſly ejected or not, and Beneficium 
belonging to Offcium, the reward (the whole reward) is due for 
the whole work, to him that doth it, 

But if the party be put out for criminal miſcarriage as the Se. 
queſtration is more Juſt, ſo is the Entrance of another into his 
place, more juſtifiable : Eſpecially, if he had no hand, either 
dirrctly, or indirectly for his putting out: Upon this ground, 
ſach as have poſſeſſed Civil Offices, as the Keepers of che Great 
Seal, Judges, Recorders of Cities and Towns corporate, Heads 
of Colledges, Halls, Hoſpitals, in the Univerficies , and elſe- 
where, as alſo Military Officers (who poſſeſs the places of ca- 
ſhiered Commanders) have never been charged wich paiment 
of a fifth parc, to their predeceſſours wives and H— 
thoſe 


(5) 
thoſe that were put ont, had as much need, and they that ſuc- 
ceeded them, bad as much means, to relieve them in their 
wants as Miniſters have, and for the moſt part much more, and 
they may crave,and hope alſo to enjoy the ſame immunity with 
chem, unleſs ſome colour of reaſon may be rendered to the con. 
traty, which they caqnot anſwer, vg 


— — 4 
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SECT. III. 


The ſecond Reaſon taten from the Preheminence of that 
Autboriiy (which appointed us to be Incumbents) 
above that of private Patrons. 


2, He next conſideration for Exemption from this Charge, 

is of the prehemisence of that Authority, (which ap- 
pointed the ſubſtituted Incumbent) above that of private Pa- 
trons : (which is the ſame by which ſetled and itinerant Juſtice 
is adminiftred, mens lives and livelihoods diſpoſed of, all mat- 
ters of peace and warre ordered and managed (throughout 
three populous Nations) by whoſe power, the people are pto- 
tected, for the ſafety of their perſons and propriety of their E- 
ſtates: and but for which (whatſoever is pretended for ano- 
ther Title) we might come under more calamity (by Anarchical 
and Democratical confuſion) then by Monarchical or Oligar- 
chical Tyranny. 

Taking thoſe who have ſach predominant power for our Pa- 
trons, we may (we hope) deſire, deſerve and expect as much 
priviledge and protection, as the Clerks of private Patrons have 
enjoyed, who Were never compelled to pay a fifth part, to 
thoſe that have been put out upon the death of the, outed Mi- 
niſter : though liable to no manner of Exception, eitt.er of Iu- 
ſufficiency, Negligence, Scandall, or Diſaffection to the pre- 
ſeat Powers: and it ſhould not be forgotten, and (being te- 
membred) it may ſtop the mouths of ſuch as are apt to clamour 
(if the fifth part be denied them)chat Biſho pa hen the Church 
door keys hanged on theirgirdles) ſuſpended 4b Off & Be- 
veficio, divers of the moſt learned, godly and conſcientious 

3 - non - 
* 


(6) 
. Conformiſts of th Nation, meerly for ſrrupling a ſuper- 
Mtious Ceremony, which chemſelves confeſſed (at the beſt)to 
d but u thing indifferent, and oft times abſolute! deprived 

them of their fices, and inſticuted and inducted others in- 
to them: cheteby cutting from them all hope of recovery, but 
allotting no portion at all, for ſupply either of them, or their 
wives and children. So that the Benefit came in entire to them, 
though they were admitted to their Benefices, but by the Right 
of particular Patrons:and ſhould not the Parliaments Pattonage, 
being with it as great a priviledge to their Chaplains, as that of 
private Patrons to the Clerks they preſent ? 


— — — — — 
—— — 


an 
The third Reaſon talen from the manner of ow Adviſli- 
03 into the Paſtoral Charges of the omted Mi- 
niſters compared with theirs. 


3. T Hat our Condition ſhonld not be worſe then theirs, we 
1 may (I ſpeak ſometimes in the Plural number, becauſe 
my cafe is not ſiugular, many being in the ſame condition, and 
I preſume in theſe conſiderations conſentiag with me) I ſay, al- 
teadge rhe different manner of our Admiſſions to our reſpectiye 
places, and that in two particulan, 1. In the Trial and Exami- 
nation of Miniſters, before their Admifſion into their Incum- 
bency, which was nothing ſo ſtrict and exact in for er time, 1 
in the way preſcribed by the Parliament. 2. In the freeneſs of 
their Patrons benevolence without any Exaqùn or Expectation 
of any profit, yea without any ſuſpition of Sitmony, either ex- 
prefs or implicit, which was ſo familiar in former times betwixt 
Patrons and their Clerks ; that thege were few preſented, whom 
fecular gifts did not make more gfacious in the eyes of their 
Patrons, then Spiritual: which it were known, the Clerk 
was to be turned out of his , and the Patron to 
loſe his next turn of preſenting. theſe reſpects our en- 
trance being more fair and free from juſt Exception and Suſ- 
pition then theirs, I humbly conceive, we ſhould enjoy 
our 


* 
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= places (at leaſt) with as much freedome as they have 
one. 
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SECT. v. 


The fourth Reaſon taten from the CAphoriſm of 
our Saviour, The Labourer is worthy 
of his hire, Lake 10. 7. 


CHA Saviour faith, The Labourer (not be that 
laboureth not) « Worrby of ka hire, Luk. 10. 7. he 
meaneth, That he that doth the whole work, ſauld haue the whola 
mages; and this u as juſt as that he that hath the YWokale Wager, 
farnld do the vehole work: Though the time hath been (before 
the Parliament called in the laſt Kings time) that many (in 
London — ) took che whole pay of Parſonsge, and would 
do but half the duty of a Parſon or Paſtor, preaching (at maſt) 
in the forenoon of the S1bbath day, and putting the Pati fhion- 
en to pay for the afternooas Setmon, upon another account: 
fer they were fain to take it as 2 courteſie, that their Parſon 
them leave to chooſe a Lecturer, and to pay him them- 
ves, for the performance of that Service, which helongad to 
his Office in his own perſon (if he wore able to undergo it) (tor 
be was to uſe double diligence according to that of So/omen, In 
the morning ſowe thy ſeed, and in the evening let not thy band reft : 
fer than knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, this or that, or whether 
they beth ſhall be aliky geod, Eccleſ. 11.6 if nat, and the means 
were competent, he was to bear the charge of his aſſiſlants 
Service: but no body ſhould be compelled. ro pay to bim, or 
bis, that aſſiſteth not, that doth no Service in the Office, for 
which a Salary or Maintenance is aligned, - a6 


SECT, 
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 SECHL. VI. 


The fifth Reaſon taken from a compariſon of the 

condition of the Wife and Childen, of the 
outed Minifter, when he is alive, and 

when he is dead. 


J. the outed Miniſter be juſtly put out, and another as juſt- 

ly put in by the Supream Authority (though moſt offend. 

* ers will be rather querulous then quiet under the juſteſt ſen- 
rence, that is or can be paſſed upon them) it cannot but appear 
juſt, to allow the entire maintenance to the Incumbent Mini- 
ſter, as well while the Delinquent liveth, as when he is dead 
(in which caſe the fifth part is neither allotted by Authority, nor 
looked for by their widows or facherleſs children) yea rather, 
while he is alive, then when the caſe is ſo far altered with him, 
as to be ſequeſtted not only from his ſuper- intendency over a 
particular Pariſh, but from all Society with the whole world, and 
that for two Reaſons : 

1. Becauſe mortui non mordent, being dead they can do no | 
more hurt, but while they live, their repining at the power, | 
which took their Benefices from them, their envy at thoſe 

who are put into poſſeſſion of that they have forfeiced, and 
4 their inordinate zeal for reſtitution of a contrary Authority, 
(whatſoever ir coſt either in bloud or treaſure) and the like 
degree of ſuperſtitious devotion to the Service book, and 
corrupt cuſtoms, make chem ſometimes boldly and buſily to 
beſtir themſe]ves, to cheriſh the like diſaffection to the pte. 
ſent State, and fond affeRion to the former in the people, and 
ſo to harden them againſt the Reformation both Ecclefiaſtical | 
and Civil, as alſo to make thoſe odious unto them, who in 
compliance thereto(out of conſcience) officiate contrary to 
their affected forms, and prejudicating fancies : wherein ſome 
have done mote diſſervice to the preſent Government (ran- 
bling about to make now proſelytes, and to confirm old Mi- 
lignants (which they do ſo much more buſily, as they have 
the leſſe to do, and the more boldly, as they have the * 0 
oſe 


U 


(9) 
loſe) then they could have done, when their conſtant Mini- 
ſtry was confined to one place: for ſo their corrupt Doctrine 
was but 25 the poiſoning of x Pond or Ciſtern, whereas now 
ſome of chem rake leiſure and liberty co poiſon the chief 
Fountains inthe Lind with ſuperſtitious, unſound, and (is far 
as they dare) ſeditious docttine. 

2. Becauſe while they are living (though the wiſdom of 
the Parliament hath thought it fit, co cut off all hope of re- 
ſtitution to the ſame Churches lequeſtred from them) they *Iſocyates ga in- 
ate not out of hope of maintenance (eſpecially ſince the En- ed more lil ver 
gagement is laid aſide) if they do not wilſully petſiſt in their by teaching of 
oppoſition to the State and Reformation propoſed : for ſome * School, then 
of them © //ocrares like, by teachirg of Schools, have thriven 2 4 

- "I our did, fo 

more (by what they have gotten and ſaved that way (living that he was a- 

ina more private and leſſe expenſive manner) then when they ble to defray 

poſſeſſed their Benefices, and bate the burdens incident unto dhe charge of a 

them. Some again have gained more by preaching without 22 * f 

them, then when they poſſeſſed them: And ſome Iam ſure — My 

have been put out of a {mall Benefice, and (upon taking the 10 Orarors, p. 

Engagement)have been put into a great one, ſo that they may 924. ; 

ſay as f Themiſtocles to his ſons, My {ons, we had been undene © Plutarch in 

if we had not been undone. So they, We had been impoveriſh- the life of The- 
ed in our ſmall livings, if (for out oppoſition to the Parlia- miſtecter,p.n31 
ment) we had not been put out of them, and by compliance 

with the Parliament, (whether ſincerely or deceitfully 

they cannot tell) we had not been piaced in ſuch as are 


berter. 
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SECT. YT 
The ſixth Reaſos taken from the ill Uſe our Adverſaries 
make of the Allowance of the fifth Part. 


6. Nhe allottiag of che fifih pare of Eccleſiiſtical profits (as 
aforeſsid) hardens many boch agaialt che Parliament, 

and ag unſt thoſe whom they lend co ſucceed the ſequeſtred Mi- 
niſters. for they take this fift part as a rent, whereby cheircighe 
C of 


I" 


(10) 
of te entry is reſerved to them, and ſo they and their complices 
have made account hitherto, that theit Succeſſours tenure 
holding what they have (as yet they have done) not for their 
own, but anothers life, a turn of providence (which they hope 
for, and will help forward all chey can) will return them into 
their former eſtate, and ſo (after a Parentheſis of Sequeſtrati. 
on is pzſt) the whole ſentence of reſtitution, and repoſſeſſion, 
will ſettle them where they were, ina right of perpetuity, and 
this (believing the lying reports and predictions of their News- 
makers, their falſe prophets, as Ahab did his) they expect will 
ſpeedily be brought to paſs. | 


— — — 


SECT. VIII. 


The ſeventh Reaſon taken from the Oppreſian of 
the Labouring Miniſters, by paiment of a fifth 
Fart , with Objections againſt them, 
and Anſwers for them. 


oy | — by the taking away of the fifth part from them, 
they are (in effect) put every fiſth year to ſerve the 
Cure, without any wages, and if the fourth years fruiefulnefs 
were but doubled, 2s by the bleſſing of God every ſixth year 
was trebled to the Jews, Levit.25.21. when the ſeventh was to 
reſt, and ſo to bring forth none encreaſe : or that they might 
out of all the former years, not by ſcandalous nigardice, but 
by ingenuous Providence, lay up a portion, which might make 


£ I tall it an Egyptian Tribute, in regard 
of the pro — fifth * was 
paid ro Pharaeb by bis people, Jen 41-34. 
chough other wiſe contrary to that which 
many of us have cauſe to complain of, for 
the Egyptian fifth part was laid up, 3s 
proviſion for prevention of famine,to thoſe 
chat paid it: our paiment of a fifth part is 
our preſent oppreſfion, without the expe· 
cation of any good for hereafter. 


competent ſupply, for chat annual dimi- 
nut ion, they might be very well contem 
with the one, or with patience and filence 
endure the other. But as the caſe is with 
them, by paiment of publick impoſitions, 
rated by thoſe who to ſpare themſelves 


(and ſometimes to ſpight us) aggravate | 


our charge without either Mercy or Ju- 
ſtice: by the tax of this 8 Egyptian Tri- 
bute, 


(11) 


bute, by the open and wilfull defraudings of ſome of them, us 
if it were rather their right then any wrong to us to rob us of 
the tent h by many accidental expences which come upon divers 
of ns, afcer the proportion of the common report of the value 
of our livings (exceedingly onerated ſometimes of purpoſe, to 
advance the fifth part to che greater advantage of thoſe that 
require it) wherein they expect ao leſs liberality from us, then 
when all came in without ſuch paiments, and went out at the 
market upon farre more profitable prizes, then now they do, 
receipts and disbutſments righely reckoned together, the allows 
ance will be little for the ſubſiſtence of the Miniſters in ſervice, 
and their Families; nothing at all to be ſaved to pay debts 
(contracted partly by precedent plunderings, partly by the 
charge of enforced removals, from place to place) which 
draw in damage at both ends « termine 4 quo & ad quem, 
(from the place whence they come, and hither they go) nor 
to raiſe any reaſonable portions for their children, nor to make 
any competent prov:ſion for their wives, incaſe of widowhood, 
when they ſutvive them. For mine own part (and I doubt not 
but there are others of my Brethren of my minde) thoagh the 
R. of Br. (if duly payed and not undaly charged) would be as 
Beneficial as I would defire, yet 28 it is to me (with all the de- 
falcations and burdens incident unto it) if my conſcience 
could be diſcharged, from obligation to the Paſtorall Charge 
of it, and would allow me to reap where I ſowe not, I ſhould 
be contented to give it up, and to be confined to a fifth part 
only: eſpecially if I had D. H. his either preſent means, or fu- 
rure hopes, 

If any object, That the Ordinance of Parliament alloweth a 
fifth part of the Sequeſtred Benefice to the outed Miniſters, 
and if we like not to take upon us the Incumbency (upon theſe 
rearms, we may give up the work and wages both, or rather 
(it the firſt) we ſhould have refuſed to undertake the one, and to 
take the other. 

I anſwer 

Firſt, That the Ordinance for ejecting of ſcandalous Mi. 
niſters, would not have paſſed, in the Houſe of Peers, 
without the allowance of a fife part to their wives and chil- 

; C 2 dren: 
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b Ad literam 4d 
literam,fine gloſ. 
(a, fine gloſſa. 
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it, as before hath been obſerved. 
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dren: and there ſote thete was at the fuft a kinde of necefſicy, 
to allot them ſuch a portion, though otherwiſe many godly 
and worthy Members of the Houſe of Commons were againtt 


Secondly, Though ſome Countrey Commit ee men have 
(2gainſt all equity and ingenuity) urged che letter of the | 
Ordinance, as if (like the Rule of Ignatiu Leiola) b To 
the Letter, to the Letter, Without a Gloſſe, Without a Cloſſe, 
it were punctually to be obſerved in all cafes, without Ex- 
ception or Lim tat on. The Committee for Piundred Mini- 
ſtets at Weſtminſter, have (by their uſuall prictice) ex- 
pounded ic otherwiſe , allowing ſometimes no fifth parc 
at all, and chat they might very juſtly do, in divers ca- 
ſes: As 

1, Where the Benefice will not bear ic, and leave a com- 
petent Subſiſtence for the Incumbent. 

2. Where the outed Miniſter hach means of Subſiſtence 
of his own, or by his wife. 

3. Where the Father or Grandfather is rich enough to 

maintain the wife and children, in which caſe, the i Law 
thecharge upon them. 

4. Where the Party put out continueth fc:ndalour, 
and diſoffected to the Government, and contumaciouſly 
oppoſeeh the Reformation, either of Church or State: 
For it ſeems juſt and reaſonable that he ſhould thereby » 
forfeit the fifth parcs, as well as the four parts before, 
for his former miſcarriage. And for ſuch as were ſcan- 
dalous, the * late King (though tender to his party) 
required gone allowance, and ſometimes they allowed 
leſſe then a fifth part, as if the Delinquent had any 
means at all that was to be reckoned to make up 1 
fifth part, as if the fifth part were 30l, and he had 200 of 
his own, he was to receive but another 20! of the Incum- 
bent Miniſter. | 
Thirdly, The Miniſters acceptance of a Paſtoral Charge, 

with the burden of paiment of a fifth. part, ſhould be no 
prejudice, either to their ſuing or ſpeeding for deliverance 
from it: becauſe it was then impoſed, when they were dri- 

wy | yen 
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ven from their own places, and plundered by the Malignant 
party, of all they had ; inywhich extremity they were glad 


to fake Pains, upon any fearms :;he that hath nothing will 


not refuſe to Cy fervice,, though) he have nat ſo good pay for 
his pains, as Alicah his Prieſt had, Ten Shekels of ſilver a year, 4 


ſuit of apparel and Vict uli, Judg 17.10. 
and chence ic was that the Houſe of 
Lords {ac che firſt) made no ſcruple, 
to order that not a fifth pare, or third 
only, but a * full half of the mninre- 
nance of a Preaching Miniiter, ſhou'd 
be paid to him, who wa; not to 
preach, and as if this were tog 
great a favour to be long enjoy- 
ed, it was to hold out but half a year, 
But non their | Lordſhips have no 
ſuch power (in four of their Chap- 


lains) to oppreſs che Miniſters put 


into their piaces by the Houſe of 
Commons (who now without them 
are reputed a compleat Parliament) 
they may both with good Conſcience 
complain, and upon juſt rezfon: (ſuch 
as have been given in this c1uie) ex- 
peR, that that burden which at firft 
was laid upon them, and tiken up by 
them, by a double neceſſi y (as hich 
bees ſhewed ) ſhou'd nor ſtill be 


Wieneſs the caſe of D. R. from whom 
the ReRory of F. in Eſſex was ſequeſtred, 
and he was by Order of the Houſe of 
Lords, to have half the profit of the Be- 
neſice, and M.. now (or late) Miniſter 
at Br. bu: the other half, to ſerve the 
Cue, 11d his Sequic ſtrat ion to laſt but 
ha't a year, as 4 pziion ot eminent place, 
parts, and integrity, toſd me not long 
agoe. 


I mean not by any thing I have ſaid of 
the Houle ot Lords, any diminution of 
dignity to thole tray nodle and worthy 
P41 riots of chic H uſe, who have been 
fai:htu!l and conſt Int to the cauſe of the 
Com nonwealth , av1ivit the buundlefle 
Pr-rogative ot an ö 
for upholding Wwhereot chirty eight Earls 
a id Locdsrcvalted tron the Paliament 
to tne King, who are pirticula ly name! 
in M. M Hit ry of the Parliament of 
Englind, lib.z. cap 5. Pig.37, nor from 
th:ie would I cCerrat any honour due unto 
chen, thougu i have no re on toll xe their 
reſolution, i:1 this particular. 


continued when it is in the power of their Pitroggto relles 


them. 


But it is againſt Charity to deprive the offender of all hes Objeft, 


means, and to leave his wife and children who offended not 
without any maintenarce. 


Firſt, I grant it is ſo, and not in the caſe of Miniſters ono, - Aaſw. 


C.3 


but of others, who put out of Office, have no fifth pure aſſigne! 
them or theirs, out of the Oth es they have loft, and not alone 
while they are living, but when they ate dead and then much ta- 
ther, 2s hath been proved, 


Second y. 


i.e Monarchy : ' 


— ea... — 


(14) 
Secondly, I hold that we are bound by the rule of Scripture, 

to give bread and drink to an hungry and thirſty enemy, 

Proverbs 25. 21. Rowans 11. 20. but I take not this to be 2 

meer miniſteriall Duty, but a Chriſtian Duty common 

with us, to all others of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and there- 
fore 

Thirdly , I wiſh the cafe of all indigent perſons may be 
taken into compaſſionate conſideration, and ſuch means or. 
dered and ordained {for their relief) as is moſt juſt and 
reaſonable : and it is moſt juſt and reaſonable, that a com- 
mon duty (as that charity is) ſhould be exerciſed in ſuch 
1 proportion, as that it may not be oppreſſive to any par- 
ticular perſon, as the paiment of the fifth part is, e ven to thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of Benefices of good value, for as in pare 1 
| have ſaid before, 

1. The Par ſhioners in moft places make no conſci- 
ence to pay them their dues, or to rob them of their 
portion , becauſe they take chem for intruders inco other 
mens Rights. 

2. They catenot bow heavily they load them in taxes to 
caſe themſelves, | 

3. The Miniſters have not ſuch ready means to require or 
recover their dues, as the Clerks of particular Patrons have 
formerly had. 

4. Some of them are burdened, with providing for thoſe 
who (according to the Law fore - mentioned) are put upon 
them for relief, to which adding the paiment of a fifth part 
(with the relief of the poor, beſides many extraordinary 
charges, no leſſe then if they enjoyed the whole Benefice 
to themſelves) adde to all cheſe the many harſh uſages they 
meet withall, from their ill affected people, their condition 

» becometh ſo diſpleaſing to themſelves, chat they are as capt» | 
ble of pity with thoſe that know it, as of envy with thoſe 
that know it not. 

Fourthly, For the particular way or means of extending 
Charity to ſuch perſons as for oFence to the State have forſei- 
ted their places of imploiment, and benefit annexed thereto: 1 
will not take upon me to give any direRions, but if there _ 

; a Com- 
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a Committee appointed to that purpoſe, and liberty given for 
others (as in ſome caſes it hath been) to make propoſals unto 
them, I doubt not but ſuch an Expedient _ be offered to 
their approbation, as might be more comfortable for Sequeſtred 
Miniſters, and no ways grie vous to any, as the paiment of 2 fifth 
part is, to moſt on hom it is oppoſed. 
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Particular Reaſons againſt the Pai- 


ment of a fifth Part to D. E. H. 


el. 


Reaſons 47 4inft Doctor H. hu claim of a fifth Part, in 
Particular of the Rect. of Br. 


O theſe Reaſons againſt che paiment of a fifth part in ge- 

neral, I ſhall annex ſome others in particular: which 
may evince, That though z fifth part might juſtly be aſſigned to 
ſome outed Miniſter, from ſome M-nifter Incumbent, yet not 
in our caſe; for neither is the Doctor ſuch 2 man as is capable of 
it, nor am I in a condition to part with ſuch a portion of my 
dues to his uſe. 

1. For the firſt, That he is not capable of the fifth part in the 
intent of the Ordinance (as the regular practice of the Com · 
mittee for Plundered Miniſters at Weftminſter expounds it I 
ſhall ſhew by two Reaſons : 

I. The one is that ke needs it not. 
2+ Theotheris, That if hedid, there are other wayes for 
ſupply of his wants. 
1. That he needs it not, I can prove it by double evi- 
dence, I. From 


- - 
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1. From Himſelf. 

2. From Others, 

1. From Himſelf, he hath ſaid diver; times, Bur for the 
Means be hath in Wiltſhire the P ar ſonage of Br. wowuld 
not have anſwered his Charge in the time of the Warres ; 
how much that addition amounred unte, I have not 
been informed ; but ſecondly, That it is enough now for 
2 competent Subliſtence himſelf confeſſed, when / March 
24. 1649.) he ſaid, That he ſhould not nerd a fifth part 
above two Years, and to boch theſe Teftimonies of his, I 
can produce ſufficient witneſſe upon Outh (if he dare for 
conſcience, or can for ſhame deny his own words) but 
I think he will not, becauſe he did not, when I had 
mine evidence ready to produce agiinſt him, before the 
Committee at R. | | 

Now fince he is known to be fo good an Husband, as 
not onely to know his own Eſtize, but how to man- 
age it to his beft advantage, and co ſpeik as much for 
his own Intereſt, and to purſue it as eagerly as any man 
can do, that makes not mammoa his God, none that knows 
him, will ever believe he would have ſaid ſo much to the 
prejudice of his own profit, if it had not been true, and 
ſuch a truth as he was familiarly acquainced withall, and 
whercof he might be convinced if he ſhould ſay the con- 
ttaty. 

2. From Others: I was ready at R. upon the 197³̃ of 
Oftober, 165 2. the diy agreed upon by the Committee 
(our Judges) and che Doctor himſelf, and me (the par- 
ries) for che hearing of our differences, to produce my 
Witneſſes for proof, that ih Viliſbire he hid Lins, let 
for the yearly value of about 80l, and Woods upon them 
worth many hundreds. But he knows, who would not 
. ſuffer them to give in their Evidence upon this pretence, 
That the Ordinance allots the fifth pare without any exce- 
ption, of other means or maintenance, more or leſſe, 
though he ere ſo a ſſuredly informed, That he could not 
bur believe it, chat che Committee for Plundered Mini- 
ſters at FYefminſter, did by their ordinary practice _ 
c 


(17) 
the meaning of the Ordinance, to be for the allowance 
of a fifth part onely, where other means of neceſſary 

 Subſiſtance was wanting: and that upon good reaſon, for 
if a man may have 2 good Eſtate of his own, and never- 
theleſſe, without any pains, may have a fifth part of his 
portion who bears the whole burden of Minifteriall du- 
ties, in the Church, of Houſkeeping and of Hoſpitali- 
ty at home, and of all Taxes and Impoſitions for the 
Publique: the condition of many ( both pains, means, 
and charge conſidered ) will be better by putting out, 
then theirs who are put in to poſſeſſe their places, 
which ſurely cannot be according to the minde of the Par- 
liament. ö 
Beſides, for the Doctors wife and children (ſhe being an in- 
heretrix of a fair Eſtate, when her father dieth, who is 2 
weak man, and well ſtricken in years, if he be yet alive) there 
| is no fear of their want, though they bave neither Right nor 
part in the Rectory of Br, 
2. For the other Reaſons, That if he had no means of his 
own, he ſhould be no ſharer with him in wages, Who doth all the 
| work ( When he doth none of it for Which it u due. )* Beſides 
the Arguments againſt the fifth part in general, alrea- 
| dy produced, it may reaſonably be pleaded, in barre to 
his claim of che fifth part by particular application unto 
him, That 
1. If he be not invirc.bly wilfull, againſt the Govetn- 
ment which gives him Protection, he may no doubt have 
employment for his good parts, and a competent Sa- 
lary, for the good ſervice he may Co, in the uſe and exer- 
ciſe of them, | 

[+- 2. If he will not be taken off, nor abate any whit of 

his rigid miſconceiis, and diſaffection to the preſent Go- 

vernment, ind to their publick proceedings, nor fotbear 
to do them as much d ſſervice. as he can and dare (upon 

all occaſions in private and publ.que) chey may thiak ic a 

matter rather of favour, then of rigour, if he want to 

ſend him for ſupply to the known Laws of the Land (ſo 
much cried up by him and his party) and they will ſend 
D his 
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his fe and children, to the able Gentleman, her Father 
1.4 cve:r Grandfather, for in ſuch a caſe it is thus ordered 
by Law, The Father and Grand. father, Mother and Grand- 
her, being of [ufficient ability, ſhall relieve them, in ſuch 
manner as the uſtices of Peace, in that (onnty where {ach 
ſufficient Per/ons dwell, at their quarter S. on, ſhall aſſeſſe. 
Dolt. Juſtice of Peace, printed for the Society of Stationers 
an. 1619. p 84,85. 
But he and his, if they were in want (being ſuch 
as they are, with ſuch an one as his Father in Law 
is) would finde mercy ready enough to receive them, 
without any order of Juſtice to procuse their entertain- 
ment. 7 


1 


SECT. 11 


Reaſons why I ſhould not pay a fifth Part to the Doctor. 


Na. as by what hath been ſaid it appeareth in reſpe& 
of bim, That it is not reaſonable he ſhould require 
a fifth Part of the Pariſh of Z. So I ſhall now give Reaſons 
"(in reſpeR of my ſelf) which may conclude it as unreaſonable - 
that I ſhould pay it. 

1. Though acknowledge with all chankfulaeſſe, the Par- 
liaments benevolous intentions towards me, in deſigning me 
to officiate in ſach places, as promiſed me a very comfortable 
reward, for the work of my Miniſtry : yer ſuch hath been my 
miſhapſ through others Malignity )that I have been a loſer by 
them, and ſo little a gainer or ſaver by the exerciſe of my calling 
(for the beſt part of fourty years together) that upon a juſt occi- 
fron (though but an unjuſt ſurmize of my thriving by ad 
to the Parliament ) I made bold to tell ſome of the moſt emi. 
nent Commonwealths- men of this Nation: That if they would 
male mine eſtate as good in Lands, à it was before I went to the 
Univer fity, or in money and goods, as food as before I had an 
Keclefiaftical benefit, I would ſerve the Church and State with 
wy beſt abilities ( according to my Conſcience) for nothing & 

| long 
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(19) 
long as I lived. Or if they would but put me into as good 4 
condition I Was poſſeſſed of before I Was driven to flie from 
al I had, becauſe my judgement and Conſcience engaged me to 
be of the Parliament Party : I Wonld give np all I had of their 
gift . Wirhout any defire of further Benefit 7 them. Which 
dei g ccue, I cannot but ſo farre confide in their wiſ- 
dene and goodneſſe, as to believe, they would not have ta- 
ena fifth Part from me, to gratifie ſuch a Doctor that ſo little 
aceded it. - 
2. I may be the more confident herein, becauſe where I was 
laft diſpoſed of, and where for my Settlement, there paſſed an 
Ordinance of both Houſes of Parliament (though it wanted a 
formality of accompliſhment, by the great Diviſion betwixtthe 
Parliament, City and Army, which then happened) I was fo 
great 2 ſufferer in all kindes by choſe who hated the Right and 
Reformation of the Parliament, and me for their ſakes, that if 
my Cauſe had been ſeaſonably, throughly and truly repreſent- 
ed unto chem, I doubt not, but they would rather have award- 
ed me reparations for wrongs,and damages ſuſtained, then mula 
me by diminution of my wages, for the work which lieth 
wholly on me, and nothing at all upon the Doctor to per- 
form. 
3. As it was my lofing lot to part wich the laſt Parſonage I = At fb. 
bad too ſoon (for it was a little before the harveſt was ready for where upon 
the Reaper) and ſo to be ® both injuriouſly and barbarouſly che death of 


driven from it, without any recompence either of my pains, or Steed Ber 


'__ Rox, by pre- 
rence of a Writ, De vi laica emovenda, I was violently and illegally put out of poſſeſſion by 


the under-Sheriffe, but upon complaint to the Committee for Plundered Miniſters, reſtored 
withia a fortnight after by an order coming from them, commanding the ſame under- She- 
riſte to put mine Antagoniſt out, and to put me into poſleſſion again K. be did ſo) and to 
make his appearance before the Honourable Committee, to anſwer for his unwarrantable 
roceedings againſt me, but upon the requeſt of the high - Sheriff on his behalf, and becauſe 
de pleaded the Obligation of his Oath to ſerve all Writs that came to his hands, [ excuſed 
his appearance: how the Sheriffs great Fee proſpered with him (for he was either liberally 
paid or premiſed for chat illegall AR) I cannot tell, bur ſure I am, they for whom 
he did it proſpered not, for he who was the pretended Preſentee poſſeſſed not the Par - 
ſonage, and had ſo much trouble with it, as he told me when I left it, that he wiſhed 
he had rather given 200! then diſturbed mein ir, and he that was really intended and put in 
in my room, was afterward for ſcandal removed. 
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Cbamælion charge upon it which was very great, by Houſe. keeping, Im- 
ſolu aximalium, poſitions, and Qoarterinp of ſouldiers; beſdes that | was for- 
nec r#bo, nec po- ced to put cif my ſtock of Cattelat 2 low rate, which coſt me 
— gd very dear: So wis it my hard hap a'ſo, to cc me to By. teo late, 
— 8 when the Doctor had rewly inned as bis own, all the provi- 
Nat. hift. 18 c. fion of the year paſt, ard left nothing for me but mini- 
335.118. ſtcrial duty, ard " Chhmalion diet untill the next Harveſt, 
4. The Committee at R. taking into their ſerious conſiders. 
tion, the neceſſary ſupply of him that 
* cAuguft 14. 1649. on which day part ſhould undertake the Paſtoral Charge, 
of their Order was, Aud be permiticd to made an Order, That the Doctor ſhould 


receive ibe Tithes , provided be gi-e ſecurity enter o into Bond (which : 
10 the (ommittec to pay o to the next Mi- ne ( be did accor 


niſter in lieu thereof in caſe he be remo-ed, dingly) for paiment of an 100), for his 
which I have atteited under the had of the maintenance, out of the profits of the 
Clerk of the Committee. year precedent, which amounted to 

more by a double advantage, both of 
the value, and quantity of Corn, then had been known in ene 
year, within the memory of man, But the Doctor got the 
Bond out of their hands again, by what means, whether direct 
or inditect, Idetermine not, but ſure Iam he is a 10c! the bet- 
ter by having it, and I 2 1co! the worſe by miſſing of that 
dumme i which ſhould have fallen to my ſhare, as bis immedi- 
ate Succeſſour, and haply bad done, if they that put him out, 
had put me in, but it is like it was diſpleaſing to ſome Commit 
tee men at R. that they made a Blank at Br. and the Commit- 
tee at Weſtminſter filled it up: and yet I required not a forbear- 
ance of the fifth part, untill I had paid the Doctor 691-1220 
(upon a very hard bargain) a double price to the juſt value of 
many of the things I bought, as ſome of better Judgement then 
my ſelf, and of better conſcience then he, made the eſtimation 
of them : and well nigh as much more under the Title of fifths, 
and thereby (by the ebbing of Tithes to me (which came in 
with full tide to him) and by the augmentation of my charges 
of ſeveral ſorts) I found my ſelf unable to pay him any more 
under the name of fifths, 

Yet he complained to the Committee at R. that I had not 
conformed co their Order therein, when I had his Acquictan- 
ces for receipt of a fifth part for the time paſt, and at that _ 

e 
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j- he could claim no more untill the next Hirveft, whereof hiving 
— made due proof before the Committee, : : 
e his Suggeſtion was found * 4 falſhrod, * By the Committee of —_— for 
e, and | was diſcharged from paiment ac- 2 . beige- 
* cording to that proportion, which 7{j;,geq by M. Fobn Ley ReQor of Br. that 
[- he bad procured upon it to be ta- Dr H. did mit- inform them touching Mr. 

rated and ratified by their Letter un- L. his non conformity to the Order for 
8 to me. hfrbs,& che yearly value of the — 
ed lafty, ? am pur to relieve 7 nor cough Gr tha the al, 
5 and maintain thoſe, whom the Law aſ- be no rule to apport ion the fitths. And it is 
d ſigneth to me for Suſtenance, under that ordered, T bat the difference between N. L. 
- | Relation, which obligeth che Doctots and _— before 1 
| d - - . . on the '20 of Fuly next, art Ich t 
l Father in Law, wy provide for his wife Dr. H. is to — value of che Parſo- 
e and children, if deſtitute of means: and nage by ſubſtantial Witneſſes upon Oath, 
0 this Charicy of the Statute, is to take which are to be of the Pariſhioners. 
f place, and be ſerved before that of the W.W. Major of K. 
e Ocdinance for a fifth part, if none o- W. Ce. | 
e ther Objection could be made againſt 8 = 
I it. LA part of this Plex put into the _ 
. Committee at R. moved four or ſive to conſent, to order the 
E repeal of the former Order, for pziment of the fifth part: but 
be refuſing to joyn with his Colleagves (thoogb men * of * M-ftroud. 
t, eminent Integrity and Godlineſſe) for Reaſons which | forbear ND: 
t (untill I have further cauſe to produce them) it was not fo ful. M Wooldridge. 
t- ly ratified, as it ſhould have been in the Tearms and Tenor fol-. 
[- lowing. 
® | | 
ff By the Committee of Parliam/nt, for the ſaid Ceæuty Perks. fl. 
6:1 ftting at Reading the 19*® of October, 1652. | 
n | 
1 Fe. as much as this Committe, by an Order berring date the 
s $h of March 1649. did #fligne the fitth part of the profits 


es | of the ReQory of By Sequeſtred from Dr F H. for Scandal 


re | in life, and diſaffection to the Parliament, rowargs the maine 

nance of his Wife and Children, to be prid unto her, by Mr 
ot | fohn Ley Incumbent there (according ro Ordinance of P.rti2- 
n. ment in that behalf.) Now we tte ſud Committce, taking the 
ne uſual practice of the Honourable Committee for Plundered Mi- 
he | Df niltcrs, 


» 
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niſters, both for interpretation and limitation of the ſaid Ordi- 
nance, in ſuch caſes, as a warrantable patern to follow, who 
make the Wife and Children incapable of the fifch part, whiere 
the ſequeſtred perſon, hath a competent Eſtate, for their main- 
tenance, and having now received teſtimony upon Oath , that 
the ſaid Dr. H. hath a temporal Eſtate in Lands, in poſ- 
ſeſſion, in the County of ili, of the yearly value of 800. 
or thereabouts, and woods upon the ſaid Lands, eſtimated to 
be worth many hundred pounds, and taking into conſideration 
that about the time that Dr. H. was ſequeſtred from the ſaid 
ReRory, he entered into Bond to pay an 100! to the next In- 
cumbent, out of his laſt years profics towards his pains and 
charges to ſerve the Cure untill che next Harveſt : and notwith - 
ſtanding the ſaid laſt years profits, was very advantagious to 
the ſaid Doctor, both in the quantity and price of Corn, yet 
was the ſaid Bond re-delivered co him, without any Satisfacti- 
on given to Mr. Ley che next Iacumbent: As alſo Mr. Leys con- 
ſtant adherence to the Parliament, whereby he hath ſuſtained 
great loſſes by plunderings, and great charges by his enforced 
removals from placeto place farre diſtant, and his maintaining 
three Orphane Children, whoſe Parents were impoveriſhed in 
the Parliaments ſervice. We conceive it Juſt and Equitable, 
and do likewiſe order, that the ſaid Mr. 7oh» Ley, be from 
hence forth diſcharged from farther paiment of the ſaid fifth 
part, or any part thereof to the ſaid Dc, H. his Wife and Chil- 
ren, | 


M* Richard hifi ler of Satwell, and Robert Hues of Bright- 
well were ready to depoſe upon Oath (as they received infor- 
mation) to the value of Dr. Hydes temporal Eſtate, and the 
Order above-recited was agreed upon, but one of the Com- 
mĩttee refuſed to fit and joyn with the other four that voted 
to take away the fifth part, which is certified, and (if requi- 
ted) fhall be atteſted upon Oath by 


will. Carter Clark then 
attending the ſaid Committee. 
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And the ſame Seal ſhall I be ready to ſet to what? have faid, 
(if 1 be called to it) ſo that an Oath may be (as the Apoſtle wri- 
teth to the Hebrews) the end of all ftrife, Heb6.16. 


SECT, III. 


| — I 


The Doctors claim of my Premiſe to pay him 4 
fifth part, Anſwered. 


Nd here I thought ] had ended with the Doctor, for this 
difference about the fifth part: but while I was ſetting my 
papers in order for the Preſs (the day before I was to ſend them 
to London) I received a Letter from him, wherein he challeng- 
eth a ſecond promiſe of me (for once he did the like before) 
forthe paiment of the fifth part of the Parſonage, after ſuch 2 
proportion as he could procurethe whole to be let to, and paid 
by ſufficient undertakers, which was farre more then ever 1 
could make of it, Of theſe two promiſes he claimech one 
(though not in this Letter) before the date of the Order of 
the 15*h of Pune, 165 2. fort mentioned in the Margine : The o- 
ther ſince the Ocder Octeb. ig, the ſame year, though within a 
while after, as about two or three hours of the ſame day. 
For the former, the truth is upon his importunare preſſing of 

me to let it (becauſe he ſa I was not worldly minded enough 
to make the beſt of it) 1cold him, if a competent number of 
the chief of the Pariſh would take it, and give good ſecurity 
for paiment of tbe Summe to be agreed upon, I would farm it 
out to them, he promiſed to bring me ſuch to Wall. by à day 
prefixed. - 

That day come, he brought with him to ii: (the place ap- 
pointed for our meeting) only two mep, to take all the profits 
of the Rectory, and to undertake for the paiment of what he 
agreed upon: againſt whom I cook exception joy»r/y and ſeve» 
rally : Foymly, becauſe both of them together, were not held 
of lufficient Eſtate (by ſuch as knew both of them better then 
Idid) to anſwer ſuch a Summe as the Doctor had drawn them 
(by what artifices or ſecret ſecurity I know not) to engage * 
or 
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for the one of them had no Land at all, the other but about half 
z yard Land, and for theirEſtate in ſlock, that was very uncertain, 
and not viſibly ſuch as might be ſufficient ſecurity , if they 
ſhould put me to ſue them for breach of Covenant with me: 
- and againſt them both che principal Par. ſnioners took excepti- 
ons, as men diſpoſed to deal a great deal more ſtrictly with chem, 
by a more rigorous exacting of all Eccleſizſtical Rights, then 
their Miniſter would uſe, And yet that year had they taken it 
they might have loſt at leaft a 100l, aschey made the eſtimati- 
on, who were beſt acquainted wich the conltzn: revenue of the 
Rectory; and if it had ſo fallen out or ſomewhat near it (the 
truth hereof I was not able co diſcover) would they not have 
fallen from their Covenant? and have been clamarous againſt 
me, if I had put them in ſuit for the whole, when they had 
fallen ſo farre ſhort of their expected profit? and might they 
not, having my goods in their hands, and I but their paper and 
wax in mine, have advantage enough co weary me (ut, if 1 took 
a legal courſe to recover my Right ? And as theſe were jeyxt ex- 
ceptions againſt them both, ſo theie were ſome ſeveral or pecu- 
liar to each of them, for the ene was not of the Pariſh (as I pro- 
poſed, be conſented, and both conditioned the Tenants ſhould 
be) and beſides be was too intimate 2 friend of the Doctors: 
The ether not ſo well- affected to me, as my mind e towards him, 
and the Paruchial relation betwixt us requited: foc living in 
che Pariſh, and neet the Chutch, yet be conſtantly excommu- 
nicateth himſelf out of the compaſs of my Miniſtry (and hath 
done as well before that time as ſince) for hat cauſes, and how 
he hath carried himſelf towards me otherwiſe, ſome do know, but 
God who belt knoweth us both will one day judge. 

The other promiſe of Octob. ig. was not as the former onely 
verbal, but wricten and teltificd by two witneſſes, it was of this 
form, E 

Nineteenth of Oftober, 1652. 


T is this day agreed by the mutual conſent of M. Fobx 49 
Rector of Br. and Dr E. H. from whom tte fame ſtands ſe- 
queſtred, that the Doctor ſhall take his fifth pare (for the year 
165 2.) proportionably accerding to M* Leys accompt : and 1 
oc 
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for the year to come, the Doctor ſhall have a fifth part after the 
Rate of And he deduRing and allowing à fifth part of all 
ſuch charges and paiments, as he allowed for the year paſt : pro- 
vided that ſuch and ſo many ſufficient men become bound to 
Mr Ley for the paiment of che ſaid Summe as he ſhall accept,and 
approve of, 


Witneſs to this Agreement 
Alex.Bl. 
Wil. Car. 


To this neither his hand nor mine was ſubſcribed, becauſe he 
went out of R. before it was drawn up, and whether he would 
approve of it or no in terminis, I could not tell: and therefore 
I ſuſpended my ratification of it, yet when we met we both - 
greed to it, though without Subſcription on either pare. 

It was his part to begin to act, according to this agreement, 
and he maketh account he performed it, when he brought M. D. 
of W. to bid me a price for the Rectory, which was on Tueſday 
Jun. 13. 165 4. for of that he ſaith, He hath performed his part of 
the agreement in his Letter dated from Hart- Hall, Septemb. che 9. 
1654. Bac. 

Ax/w. He failed both 

1. inthe Summe. And 
2. In the Security. | 
1. For the Summe, M. D. offered 20l leſſe then the written 
agreement. 2. He fell off from that he offered 4o! or 30l at 
leaſt: becauſe Itold I was engaged by promiſe, not to con- 
clude with him (who was none of the Pariſh) before I had 
propoſed his terms unto the Pariſh : wherein I was the more 
willing to keep my word, becauſe they were very unwilling 

he ſhoald be my Tenant for the Tithe. | . 

But the chiefeſt of them (who appeared in the Buſineſs) 
confeſſing they could not pay ſo much, and ſo ſoon as he had 
undertaken, were content that I ſhould proceed and conclude 
with him. : 

This I thought would pleaſe him well, and therefore (ſo 


ſoon as I parted wich them) I went to Wall. to tell him of 0 
e 
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he being not at home, I left the intelligence for him in a Let: 
ter, deſiring him the next morning to come to me, that (the 
great rub removed (the Pariſhioners diſlike of his Tenantſhip 
for the Tithes) we might finally conclude what was formerly 
propoſed. 

That day be came not, but on Thurſday 7x: 15. he came 
and told me, If I would abate him 30 or 40l of what he had 
bidden me, he would take the Tithes of me, otherwiſe not: it 
was ſtrange to me that he ſhould now refuſe the bargain,and 
think it worſe by ſo much(when he might have it with peace) 
then when there was much diſpleaſure and indignation taken 
at his motion. 

2. For the Security (whatſoever Summe was agreed upon) 
he would give me but his own Bond, without a Surety, where- 
as by the written agreement, the Doctor was to bring ſuch, and 
ſo many ſuſſicient men to be bound for the paiment of the rent, as 1 
foonld accept and approve of, This made many confident(which 
upon ſutmiſe I would not believe at the firſt) that the Gen. 
tleman (being the Doctors intimate friend) this Treaty with 
me, was but a deſign to raiſe the fifth part to an unequal 
growth, that it might be to the other four, as the thumb 2. 
mong the fingers: There were other ſuſpicions taken up by 
ſome, That the Gentleman meant to take theTithe and Glebe 
in his own Name, but after to turn over his Bargain to the 
Doctor, that he might by that means ſet him in poſſeſſion of 
the Parſonage again. But he aſſured me he had no ſuch mean- 
ing, and I meant to aſſure my ſelf he ſhould not do it if he 
would, reſolving of anexpreſs condition to the contrary, with . | 
a conſiderable penalty if it were broken: and for my perfor- 
mance of promiſe,the Doctor himſelf hath (upon ſufficient 
experience) ſaid, he doubts not of keeping of my promiſe, but 
he was not pleaſed that I was with much difficulty drawn to 
make 2 promiſe, and even in his laſt Letter Septem. 6. 165 4. his 
words are theſe, If yen have not a minae to let your Living,you 
may keep it, but withall I ſuppeſe you will have more minde to 
keep eur Word : that you may do if you come te a leſs propertion 
with my conſent, elſe you cannot. | 

| Why not? when the failing was on his part, not on 2 
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both for the Summe and Security, as hath been ſhewen, and 
may be more fully evidenced by M.D. his Letter of the 19. of 
une, 2s followeth, 


SIR, 
Ha. you been pleaſed to have accepted of my offer which I 
made to you in preſence of D. H. I ſhould then have ſtood 
to it, and not have gone back: but in regard you did then refuſe 
me, and have ſince treated with others, I ſhall intreat you, now 
te bold me excuſed,in my vn accepting their refuſals:for I ſhall 
net deal now upon any terms : not elſe, but reſpective ſalutes, 


from 
Wall.19.7an. Your aſſured loving friend and ſervant 
I 6 5 4. Fr. D. 


I was willing enough to have accepted of thiz offer, but ſo as I 
might keep my promiſe with my Parifhionexs; which had but 
ſuſpended our agreement for a few hours, had he been at home: 
for the ſame day, he made that offer before D. H. (with a ſtrong 
temptation to break my word]; for he told me, ifI would then 
take him at his word, he would then pay pe an 100! before 1 
went out of his houſe) Icame to acquaint him with the Pariſh- 
es conſens (at leaſt the conſent of the chief of them) for rent- 
ing the Rectory unto him. 

Now when neither the Doctor, nor he whom he propoundeth 


for a taker, come up to the Conditions of the Covenant betwixt 


us, Is it reaſon that I ſnhould be tied up alone to it? I doubt not 
but every wiſe and good man will (the premiſes conſidered) 
account me free from the precedent Engagements, and being 
free, it is time for me to give over, both promiſes and paiments 
to him, who hath had much more from me, and I much leſſe 
from him, then (in equity and conſcience)was due betwixt us. 


FINIS. 


